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Oak Hill Post Office, Green Dwelling Last quarter of 19th
House century

Martinsburg, Maryland

Private

This structure today consists of two sections. The earlier, one and a half story
frame block was the post office fo the Oak Hill community according to local tradition.
By the 1890's it had been converted into a dwelling, and a two story frame block was added.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This abandoned structure consists of two sections with their gable ends aligned.
Since they were both locked, an investigation of the interior was not possible.

According to Mrs. Frances Cregger Lamarr, who was raised on her father's farm
nearby, her parents had told her that the east block of this building was originally
a post office for the Oak Hill community. Afterwards it became a dwelling for a
Black family, and at that time the second section was added on its west gable end.

The "post office" had a facade of three bays, with a door centrally located, flanked
by two windows. Over the door was a small cantilevered porch in a temple form. The

"post office'" was one bay in depth. It stood one and a half stories. Its frame
was sheathed with asbestos shingles.

The allegedly newer section stands a full two stories, but is narrower in length
with a facade of only two bays, a door and a window. 1In depth it has only one bay
like the "post office'". 1Its facade carries a shed porch, and inside the east
gable end ascends a brick stove flue.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
__1400-1439 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —_ECONOMICS —_LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-16399 XARCHITECTURE —_EDUCATION —MILITARY _SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING —MUSIC __THEATER
X 1800-18399 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __ PHILOSOPHY -_TRANSPORTATION
— 1900 —COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X _OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION Local History
SPECIFIC DATES c. 1875-1900 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Oral informant Lemuel Graham confirmed Mrs. Lamarr's recollection that this structure
had been a post office, but neither could remember the dates of its operation
except that it was "before my time'". When they knew the house in the early 1900's,
the family of Joe Green, a Black farmer, was living here. Both sections had been
built. The Hopkins' Atlas of Montgomery County (1879), shows this site (west of
the Oak Hill School) as owned by C. Hyatt and does show a dwelling. There is no
post office shown for Oak Hill on the map. Further research of land records is
necessary to corroborate the oral traditions.

Continued research of land records has not found deeds that show this site to have
been a post office. In 1893, John Jones conveyed the land (2.25 acres) to Ann Willett
Hyatt, probably a relative of C. Hyatt for $500, so there was most likely a dwelling
on the tract. (It was not possible within the time frame of this survey to locate
John Jones as grantee since there was no reference in this deed (L/F: JA40/347) to
the transaction by which he received it, and there were too many '"John Jones" in

the grantee index.) In 1914 Ann Hyatt conveyed the land to the Aud family (L/F:
248/398), and in 1919 William L. and Carrie V. Aud sold the land to William Albert
Green and his wife Susan (288/69). Thus land records show that William Albert Green
lived here instead of Jbe Green. Perhaps they were kin. Nonetheless, this is

one case in which the land records do not concur with $heoral accounts in Martinsburg,
and further research ought to be conducted to clarify the discrepancies.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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